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 By CLOE LOGAN
L ast year, one person died for every nine overdose response calls in South Vancouver, according to 
the City of Vancouver’s 2017 opioid 
crisis report. This overdose death-
to-call ratio is 
worse than any 
other neighbour-




tered one death 
for every 29 calls. 
Overall, there 
are more over-
dose deaths in 
the DTES, said Christopher Stef-
fler, communications manager for 
the Together We Can – Addiction 
Recovery and Education Centre. 
But because people there tend to 
use supervised injection sites, use 
in the presence of others and locals 
can recognize the signs of overdose, 
911 calls are more successful.
Steffler said the people who are 
dying from drug overdoses in South 
Vancouver are more likely to be rec-
reational drug users who don’t take 
possible fentanyl contamination se-
riously.
“The biggest thing for that is ac-
cess to services and education,” he 
said. “We need 







that people in 
South Vancou-
ver are also us-
ing alone and not 
telling anyone about their drug use. 
“They’re not telling someone to 
come and check on them 15 min-
utes after they’ve used,” he said. “It’s 
a lot like the AIDS epidemic, how 
everyone stigmatized it at first, but 
then realized that it can happen to 
anyone. 
“It could be you, or me, or your 
friend, or your roommate. No one 
is safe.”
Vancouver Coastal Health’s com-
munications leader Tiffany Akins 
advised anyone who uses, or is con-
sidering using, to test their drugs, 
which can be done for free — 
though the only five locations are 
all in the DTES.
“There are drug testing kits out 
there,” Akins said. “But we recom-
mend our services.” 
 By NIKITHA MARTINS
L angara student Noor Fadel is rallying support in her ef-forts to create change.
The 18 year-old Fadel, a practis-
ing Muslim who was thrust into 
the spotlight after being assaulted 
by a SkyTrain passenger in Decem-
ber, says she wants increased public 
awareness and safety through tran-
sit advertisements, SkyTrain secu-
rity and education in schools.
“I want to collect people’s stories 
whether they have experienced rac-
ism, discrimination or an assault,” 
said Fadel, who since her assault, 
has received hundreds of letters, 
leading her to start her “Speak Up 
Together” project.
Fadel plans to mail those letters 
to parliament, along with demands 
to address discrimination and vio-
lence towards marginalized groups.
Fatima Ahmed, co-founder 
of the advocacy group, Voices of 
Muslim Women, said curriculum 
changes and more emphasis on 
promoting diversity are needed. 
“It is about everybody realiz-
ing that minorities are vulnerable 
and they need to be protected be-
cause they enrich this communi-
ty,” Ahmed said. “Diversity is our 
strength and power.”
Another of Fadel’s goals is that 
transit police train officers to pre-
pare for hate-instigated crimes. 
Metro Vancouver Transit Police 
spokesperson Anne Drennan said 
there is no specific hate crimes 
training for TransLink police, how-
ever new recruits are introduced to 
what constitutes a hate crime.
“We refer to the BC Hate Crime 
team when a situation occurs,” 
Drennan said. “They can give ad-
vice on how to act and what specific 
charges are appropriate.”
Fadel said she not only wants to 
help those from the Islamic com-
munity but everyone.
“I’ve been fight- ing this 
battle way longer than it 
[the attack] hap- pened 









Overdoses: Not just DTES




Noor Fadel demands 
changes in SkyTrain 
security and education
Map of Vancouver showcases the varying ratios of overdose deaths to the to-
tal number of overdose emergency response calls in 2017. South Vancouver 
registered the worst ratio of the six regions.  CITY OF VANCOUVER GRAPHIC
"It could be you, or 
me, or your friend, 
or your roommate. 
No one is safe.”
— JONATHAN GORMICK, VANCOUVER 
FIRE AND RESCUE PUBLIC INFORMATION 
February is Black History Month: 
Check next week's issue for coverage
Estimated ratio of overdose deaths-to-calls,  
Vancouver 2017
City overall ratio: 1:22
Regions by local health area, excluding UBC
British Columbia Ambulance Services respond to a call in the Downtown Eastside, which has the most overdose-related resources of any area. South 
Vancouver has the worst ratio of overdose deaths to overdose response calls, prompting action for further education and services.  NICK VALKA PHOTO
Data source: Vancouver Police Department,  
Vancouver Fire and Rescue Services
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Buses to run on batteries
Electric bus trials to take place in South Vancouver area
 By JENNIFER WILSON
T ransLink will experi-ment with four fully electric buses in South Vancouver as part of the 
agency’s plans to cut greenhouse-
gas emissions.
 Two models of electric buses will 
run along  SW Marine Drive next 
year, a move that follows Trans-
Link’s first electric-bus trial in 2017.
 The buses will travel the 100 
route from the 22nd Street Sta-
tion to the Marpole Loop, where 
TransLink will also place an electric 
charging station for the buses.
 TransLink is not the only agency 
planning for Vancouver’s electric fu-
ture. The Vancouver park board re-
cently approved new public charg-
ing stations for electric cars.
 Dale Bracewell, Vancouver city 
manager for transportation plan-
ning, said 
that the city 
is moving 
forward with 
its plans to 
cut fossil-fu-
el emissions.
 “We’re still shaping the city we 
want,” he said.
 Today Vancouver has the largest 
fleet of electric municipal vehicles 
in Canada.
 Bracewell said that TransLink’s 
move to electric buses is important 
to reducing congestion, not just air 
pollution, because private electric 
vehicles can’t do both of those jobs.
 “As cars already are shifting to-
ward electric, and later on to driv-
erless, moving 
people in cars 
is still moving 
people in a met-
al box.”
 The president 
of the Vancou-
ver Electric Vehicle Association, 
Bruce Sharpe, said he welcomed 
TransLink’s move.
 “We’ve informally encouraged 
TransLink to lean towards pure 
electric versus hybrids,” Sharpe said.
 The electric-battery buses will 
add to TransLink’s fleet of almost 
1,600, a third of which are already 
electric trolleys or electric hybrids. 
The agency’s 10-year plan aims to 
ensure that its current carbon foot-
print doesn’t increase, even while 
the region’s population grows over 
the next decade.
 Two Nova and two Xcelsior bat-
tery electric buses have been select-
ed by TransLink for the 2019 trial 
run. Both models are approximately 
the same size and seat around 40 
people. The Nova, however, has a 
shorter battery life, with a 40-kilo-
metre range on a full charge, which 
takes about two hours. The Xcelsior 
can run up to 250 kilometres after 
charging overnight.





technology could hold 
drivers accountable
 By LINDSEY LLOYD
A Burnaby city councillor is lobbying to bring back controversial photo radar 
to ensure road safety after three 
people were hit by cars on a cross-
walk in less than a week, with one 
fatality.
Coun. Sav Dhaliwal said the 
provincial government should give 
municipalities the authority to use 
photo radar to catch people violat-
ing traffic regulations.
“It is a perfect example of why lo-
cal governments, working with the 
RCMP, should be allowed to put a 
photo radar in places where we see 
as necessary,” Dhaliwal said.
After being in place for five years, 
B.C.’s photo radar program was 
stopped in 2001 by Gordon Camp-
bell’s B.C. Liberal government due 
to its unpopularity with the public.
The issue of bringing back photo 
radar has been raised again since 
a report was re-
leased recently 
showing that 
ICBC is $1.3 bil-
lion in debt.
Dhaliwal said 
the use of photo 





proved a full traffic signal to be in-
stalled later this year.
Sarah-Kate Salmon, who attends 
the Salvation Army’s nearby Cari-
boo Hill Temple, started an online 
petition to raise awareness of the 
hazardous crosswalk that has now 
garnered over 12,000 signatures.
“We have been lobbying and 
emailing the city for 15 years, more 
so after the last seven years. Too 
many accidents and too many close 
calls,” she said.
Salmon said that she is consider-
ing adding a call to reinstate photo 
radar to her petition.
But not everyone agrees that 
photo radar is a solution.
Ian Tootill, co-founder of Sense 
BC, a grassroots drivers’ advocacy 
group, said to The Voice that the 
use of photo radar is an “easy way to 
extract money from people.”
A ministry official from the Pub-
lic Safety and Solicitor General’s 
office told The Voice that the prov-
ince is not considering bring back 
photo radar.
A woman runs to catch the 100 bus at the 22nd Street Station on Feb. 7. TransLink plans to bring electric buses to the 100 route in 2018 in a move to ease 
congestion and reduce pollution.  PHOTO BY JENNIFER WILSON
Higher security a 
risk to socio-
economic divide 
 By MYRA DIONNE
A dvocates and politicians say that if Vancouver be-comes part of a successful 
2026 World Cup bid, as the city is 
hoping for, they are worried the ad-
ditional surveillance from security 
forces will increase vulnerabilities 
for low-income residents.
  Lenée  Son, a co-ordinator for 
Carnegie Community Action 
Project, said major sporting events 
in the past, like the 2010 Winter 
Olympics, created zones of exclu-
sion where low-income residents 
were heavily monitored and fol-
lowed by police and business se-
curity guards in areas that tourists 
were likely to stay or visit.
  “There’s already an increased 
amount of violence that’s at the 
hands of the [Vancouver police] 
and against people in the Down-
town Eastside and Chinatown,” 
Son said. “They need to address the 
violence that the Vancouver police 
perpetuates against the community 
before they start bringing in more 
security.”
 City Coun. Andrea Reimer de-
fended local police, saying that they 
have been sensitive to vulnerable 
populations.
 But she said that police or secu-
rity from elsewhere are less certain.
 “I’m not as confident about po-
lice forces from outside of Vancou-
ver being able to achieve that stan-
dard,” Reimer said.
  The concerns have arisen be-
cause Vancouver council is sup-
porting an effort to become one of 
the Canadian host cities in an un-
precedented three-nation bid with 
Mexico and the United States.
 If chosen as a host city, Vancou-
ver and Canada will be responsible 
for providing safety and security 
for up to five games of the 80 total.
  Sgt. Jason Robillard, media 
spokesperson for the Vancouver 
police, said security at international 
and national events is often under 
the control of the federal RCMP.
 “We do obviously play a role as 
a local police department but, on 
the bigger scale, these events are 
usually run by the RCMP,” he said.
  Security costs for the city or 
country are yet to be determined, 
as the requirements have not been 
detailed yet by the international 
soccer federation, FIFA.
 The city could expect to see $90 
million to $480 million in benefits 




A crowd gathers at the Rogers Arena security gates for a show on Feb. 5. 
Concerns over safety and security during major sporting events were raised 
during the bid for the FIFA World Cup 2026. PHOTO BY MYRA DIONNE
15-year-old dead
On Jan. 17 a international student 
was hit and killed early in the 
morning.
 Cyclist injured
A cyclist was hit on Jan. 18 but 
had non-threatening injuries.
 Pedestrian hit
On Jan. 21, a pedestrian was 
taken to the hospital with serious 
injuries. 
SOURCE: BURNABY RCMP 
DANGEROUS CROSSWALK
  ACCIDENTS ON CARIBOO ROAD
“We're still shaping the 
city we want”
— DALE BRACEWELL, CITY MANAGER FOR 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
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English literature student Amane Matsumoto studies in the Langara Students' Union building. GABRIELLE PLONKA PHOTO
LSU, union divided
Collective agreement dispute still unresolved
 By GABRIELLE PLONKA
A n ongoing contract dis-pute between the Langara Students’ Union and its employees will not affect 
student services, according to an LSU 
spokesperson.
Warren Williams, the president of 
CUPE 15, the union that represents 
LSU staff, said the goal is to have stu-
dent services continue and to come to 
an agreement with the LSU.
“It’s not in the best interests of the 
student union, or the union, for there 
to be job action at this point in time,” 
Williams said of the dispute that has 
being going on since the end of last 
year. “So we would rather work this 
out.”
The collective agreement between 
the LSU and its employees was not re-
newed when it ended in November of 
last year, leading to a brief lockout of 
employees in mid-December.
Williams said they’ve been able to 
avoid job action since the lockout, but 
bargaining can last longer than a year 
in some situations.
“The [LSU has] come in with some 
very stringent demands and we’re look-
ing at them and having difficulty com-
ing to agreement on those demands,” 
said Williams, who would not elaborate 
on those demands. “We’re willing to be 
at the table for as long as it takes.”
The LSU media 
committee, which 
wrote an email 
to The Voice, cited 
“on-going issues” 




vices will not be 
compromised.”
“We currently 
have no further comments to provide 
regarding the [collective bargaining 
agreement],” the LSU said.
The five-year contract was last rene-
gotiated in 2012, at which time, LSU 
staff negotiated two new “floating” paid 
holidays per year at the employees’ discre-
tion, as well as the requirement that ex-
ecutive members of the LSU not “meddle 
or unnecessarily hinder staff members.”
Currently, in addition to other benefits, 
the agreement provides for time off of up 
to 23 paid holidays, in addition to the two 
“floating” holidays and up to seven weeks 
of paid vacation, depending on how 
many subsequent years the employee has 
worked as regular staff of the LSU.
According to B.C. Labour Relations, 
short lockouts of a small staff are un-
common. The LSU could now imple-
ment another lockout at any time in 
the next 90 days.
If the LSU and CUPE 15 cannot 
come to an agreement, next steps will 
likely either include job action or the 
hiring of a mediator to guide the two 
organizations to renegotiation.
Eva Turner, a first-year health sci-
ences student, said, “I wasn’t aware of 
what [the LSU building] kind of did.” 
Turner said she was unaware of the 
services that the LSU is fighting to 
maintain.
Last week, stu-
dents voted yes 
to continuation 
of the program 
 
 By AGAZY MENGESHA
L angara students voted last week in favour of continuing the U-Pass B.C. program 
beyond the current Dec. 31, 2019 
program expiry date. Automatically 
attached to the vote, was a poten-
tial five per cent future fee increase, 
something other post-secondary 
institutions omitted from their 
TransLink agreement referendums. 
SFU and BCIT also renewed 
their respective U-Pass agreements 
without making students vote on a 
possible fee increase for 2020. 
Though TransLink has not indi-
cated it would increase fees when 
the current agreement expires at 
the end of 2019, the LSU website 
states the transit company raises 
the U-Pass fee by about 
five per 
cent every year.
This is why the LSU chose to 
have students vote on the potential 
increase instead of holding another 
referendum down the road. Should 
TransLink increase the cost of the 
U-Pass in 2020, other institutions 
will need to hold another referen-
dum to approve the hike. 
“In the future, the LSU along 
with many other 
s c h o o l s 
will be able to negotiate 
a price increase without having to 
go for referendum as long as it is a 
maximum of up to 5% increase,” the 
LSU said in a written statement.
Rhythm Vashisd, a ‘yes’ voter, said 
he wasn’t concerned about the in-
crease.
“Better a five per cent increase 
then a 100 per cent,” said Vashisd, 
who was unconcerned that SFU 
and BCIT had chosen to 
delay its referendum on 
a possible price increase. 
While BCIT did not 
attach the price hike 
to the U-Pass renewal 
vote, the BCIT Stu-
dent Association vice 
president Timothy 
David said he un-
derstood and ap-
proved of the LSU’s 
decision.
“Referendums do take a lot of 
time, take a lot of resources,” he said. 
“It’s difficult to get student engage-
ment, especially with such a topic, 
although it’s very well used. A lot 
of students don’t want to contribute 
the time to it.”
The vote passed on Feb. 1, with 97 
per cent of voters in favour of the 
renewal and possible hike.
Langara late to the 
strategy game
The college's develop-
ment of an interna-
tionalization plan lags 
behind other schools
 By LISA STEACY
O ne of the last post-second-ary institutions in Metro Vancouver to develop an 
internationalization strategy, Lan-
gara College is now asking students 
and staff for input in how to inte-
grate an ever-increasing number of 
foreign students.
In the last four years, the num-
ber of international students at 
Langara has increased from 2,191 
to 6,171. With now a third of Lan-
gara’s students coming from abroad, 
the college established a committee 
to develop and implement an inter-
nationalization strategy that held 
its first forum on Jan. 31.
Langara communications officer 
Lynette Hawksley, who is part of 
the committee, said there are al-
ready programs and initiatives in 
place at Langara. She said in an 
email that Langara needs an “in-
tentional” strategy to measure how 
well current programs are support-
ing the increasingly diverse college. 
“An internationalization strategy 
takes account of current initiatives 
and addresses the gaps,” she said 
via email. “Developing a strategy 
should be a unique experience for 
every institution.”
In contrast, SFU implemented 
its internationalization strategy in 
the early 2000’s, UBC in 2011 and 
Douglas College in 2012. Much 
like Langara, BCIT is also current-
ly working on a strategy.
Internationalization strategies 
are meant to propose additional 
programs or services to support 
staff and students, consider how to 
infuse an international perspective 
into curricula and expand opportu-
nities for international research and 
exchanges.
The committee didn’t provide ex-
amples of new programs or services 
a strategy might create. According 
to the college’s internationalization 
strategy timeline, the practical im-
plications of developing and imple-
menting a strategy will not be clear 
until fall 2018.
According to Kumari Beck, an 
associate professor and co-director 
of SFU's Centre for Research on 
International Education, enroll-
ing more international students in 
order to increase revenue is not the 
same thing as having an interna-
tionalization strategy.
“Internationalization has been 
proceeding, much to the alarm of 
many who are involved in the field, 
as very much an economic activ-
ity,” she said. “As institutions take 
on more inter-
national activity, 
there’s been a 
recognition that 










tended the Jan. 
31 forum and are on the interna-
tionalization committee. Both said 
they would like to see more stu-
dents—domestic and internation-
al—participate in the consultation 
process. 
Nagaya’s advice for building a 
strategy was, “not to build a wall 
between domestic and internation-
al students.”
Additional feedback from stu-
dents and staff will be solicited by 
survey later this semester. 
Kumari Beck
CO-DIRECTOR OF 




Students arriving to Langara College 
on the 49 Metrotown Station bus: a 





U-Passed the possible price increase
February 2018 Inter-
nationalization forums





ber 2018 Town hall to 
share data and gather feedback 
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 By CAMERON THOMSON
T he future of electric cars in Vancouver is looking positively charged thanks to the efforts of a diverse group of local lobbyists.
For 30 years, the Vancouver Electric Vehicle 
Association (VEVA) has advocated for more 
electric vehicles (EVs) and charging stations in 
the city. The Vancouver park board recently an-
nounced two new stations for Dunbar and Killar-
ney community centres, with upgrades to those 
at Sunset Community Centre due later this year. 
This will add to the 19 charging stations currently 
in South Vancouver, and the hundreds across the 
Lower Mainland.
VEVA president Bruce Sharpe said EV growth 
cannot stop there,
“That sounds like a lot, but it’s still only a frac-
tion of what we are going to need as electric cars 
become more popular," he said.
Since VEVA’s inception, EV ownership has 
grown dramatically in the city, although EVs still 
account for only one per cent of traffic.  Over the 
years, VEVA members have been consulted by 
policymakers. Many have created businesses re-
lated to green energy and transport, making the 
group as much a networking opportunity as an 
environmental lobby.
One of the younger members, Sukhdeep Gill, 
28, created the company Cielo Electric Ltd., 
which specializes in private charging stations for 
EVs.
Gill said VEVA is made up of a mixture of ac-
tivists, enthusiasts and entrepreneurs,
“It’s a vast number of fields which are not re-
lated, but what brings us together is electric ve-
hicles.” 
Langara alumna, and VEVA board member, 
Suzanne Fairley said Vancouver is in the mid-
dle of a shift toward electric 
transportation. Fairley said it 
is not necessary to know a lot 
about EV technology to enjoy 
the thrill of driving one, and 
that the speed of modern EVs 
would surprise most conven-
tional car drivers,
"If I pull up to a red light and 
somebody, usually a guy, comes 
up beside me and wants to race 
me over the line, I'll roll down 
my window and say, 'This is an electric car, I'll 
blow you away in the dust if you try to overtake 
me,'" Fairley said.
Encouraging Vancouverites who have never 
tried an EV to get on board is what VEVA is all 
about, Sharpe said,
"Once you get into one of these cars, and ex-
perience them and learn a little about them, you 
realize this is really the right way to make a car." 
Suzanne Fairley uses one of Vancouver's charging stations to connect to the 
universal charge port on her electric KIA. PHOTO CAMERON THOMSON
Vancouver's electric car community  
lobbies for greener commutes 
Sukhdeep Gill
CIELO ELECTRIC LTD. 
OWNER
Ditch the diesel, Vancouver
All charged up 
and ready to go 
green
Vancouver based company, Electra Meccanica, produced this Solo, seen here sitting outside the company’s office near downtown Vancouver.  PHOTO CAMERON THOMSON
Clockwise from top: 
A Tesla Model X parked outside the VEVA 
social meeting at Emily Carr University of 
Art + Design; members of VEVA meet over 
coffee to discuss the future of electric 
vehicles on Saturday, Feb. 3, 2018; the 
back of an  Electra Meccanica Solo sitting 
outside the company’s office near down-
town Vancouver. PHOTO CAMERON THOMSON
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 By CAMERON THOMSON
A growing number of sec-ond-hand electric cars, and car-sharing options, give 
young people a chance to ditch die-
sel and gas.
The electric vehicle (EV) market 
is seeing the emergence of smaller, 
more affordable models than those 
offered by Tesla, such as the Van-
couver made Solo.  Owning an 
electric vehicle outright, however, is 
still a larger investment than many 
young adults can afford. 
A Tesla costs around $85,000 
and a one-seater Solo costs around 
$15,000.
Matthew Klippenstein, a lo-
cal correspondent for Green Car 
Reports produces an annual EV 
sales report which showed that the 
number of used vehicles imported 
to Canada was around 550 last year, 
double the number of the previous 
year.
Klippenstein told the Voice in an 
email that while younger car buy-
ers are more likely to buy used EVs, 
overall car sharing is trending more 
than car ownership.  
Vancouver Electric Vehicle As-
sociation member Morgan Maryk 
said that car share fleets in Van-
couver could make the change from 
hybrids to EVs,
“Switching more car-sharing 
cars into electric cars to make them 
more accessible to everybody would 
be a way to get more people behind 
the wheel of an electric car," he said.
Sharing beats buying for 
young drivers
An electric vehicle charging station at Langara College, Vancouver B.C. Langara has electric charging stations for 







car-sharing cars into 
electric cars."
— MORGAN MARYK, VEVA MEMBER
550
USED ELECTRIC CARS BOUGHT IN 
CANADA IN 2017
1000
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE     
CHARGING STATIONS IN B.C.
250DOLLARS DEPOSIT FOR A 1-SEATER SOLO CAR
19 CHARGING              STATIONS IN SOUTH        
VANCOUVER
85K
ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN CANADA
DOLLARS FOR A TESLA
SOURCE: GREEN CAR REPORTS/ TRANSLINKDitch the diesel, Vancouver
Vancouver based company, Electra Meccanica, produced this Solo, seen here sitting outside the company’s office near downtown Vancouver.  PHOTO CAMERON THOMSON
"This is an 
electric car, I'll 
blow you away in 
the dust if you try 
to overtake me."







The Voice is pub-
lished by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department. Editorial 
opinions are those 
of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration. We 
welcome letters to 
the editor. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Your letter must in-


























































6 ViewpointsTHE VOICE     |     THURSDAY, FEB. 8, 2018    |     EDITOR LISA TANH
In the game of chess, the queen is the most powerful piece on the chessboard. PERRIN GRAUER ILLUSTRATION
Sexism still stings
for chess players
F emales are underrepre-sented in the world of competitive chess not be-cause they lack interest 
or ability, but 
because they’re 
excluded.
On Mar. 25, 
the Vancouver 
Chess School 
will host its an-
nual B.C. Active 
Championship, 
an annual chess 
t o u r n a m e n t 
where the prov-
ince’s ‘top’ adult 
and junior play-
ers will compete. Last year, there 
were a total of 26 players and all of 
them were male. This year, there are 
a total of seven players and only two 
of them are female. The underrepre-
sentation of females isn’t a coinci-
dence – it’s a systematic flaw.
Historically, chess has been 
known as a game that links an in-
dividual’s performance with their 
cognitive capacity. Langara chess 
club players have said there is an 
underlying sexist belief that fe-
males do not play because they are 
not as intelligent as men and can-
not perform well. According to a 
2017 Psychological Science study, 
females rise to the occasion when 
playing against males – who are 
ranked higher than them – and 
perform even better.
So why are we seeing females un-
derrepresented in chess in B.C.?
While there are no studies fo-
cused on the province, the answer 
may be found lurking on websites 
belonging to organizations like the 
Vancouver Chess School and the 
B.C. Chess Federation. The Van-
couver Chess School’s website says 
their main goal is to provide high-
quality professional chess educa-
tion for “students of all age groups 
and chess levels.” This could refer 
to both sexes. But considering the 
situation, the school should make a 
special effort to welcome girls and 
women.
The photos are a problem too. 
On the B.C. Active Championship 
2017 and 2018 pages, there are only 
photos of male players.
The B.C. Chess Federation’s web-
site reveals that their executive team 
consists entirely of men. Dig a little 
deeper, and one discovers that all of 
their former presidents since 1947 
have been men as well.
It’s clear why the province is see-
ing females underrepresented in 
chess – the people in charge aren’t 







T he U-Pass is a bargain, even for students who don’t use transit daily. It only takes 
two return transit trips a week to 
get your money’s worth. Even fewer 
if you’re traveling in multiple zones. 
And clearly Langara students 
are aware of 
that fact: in last 
week’s referen-
dum, 97 per cent 
of Langara stu-
dents voted to 
keep the $41 per 
month U-Pass.
But if you’re 
one of those stu-




institutions give their students ac-
cess to affordable transportation, 
having a look at how they do things 
in Toronto is guaranteed to change 
your mind.
The Toronto Transit Commis-
sion (TTC) offers a post-secondary 
Metropass for $116.75 per month. 
It’s $30 cheaper than a regular 
Metropass, and is only available to 
degree and diploma students, who 
must also pay an additional seven 
dollars for a TTC issued ID card. 
Students in certificate programs 
aren’t eligible at all. 
The U-Pass works in Vancouver 
because students, government and 
TransLink figured out a way to of-
fer daily commuters a substantially 
discounted transit pass while keep-
ing it cheap enough that the man-
datory monthly fee is palatable to 
other students. 
We’re lucky to have it. It makes 
taking transit less miserable.   
But I doubt it offers much con-
solation to Langara students who 
still have to wait in long lines while 
multiple buses – all packed to ca-
pacity – pass them by on 49th Ave. 
It doesn’t compensate for the fact 
that the Canada Line was poorly 
planned—it’s tiny platforms and 
two-car trains won’t be able to meet 
the demands of a growing and den-
sifying South Vancouver popula-
tion for much longer.
And while these problems are 
real, they are the same problems 
that face any growing municipality. 
But for now, we can bask in the 
glow of a deeply discounted transit 
pass while we wait in the rain for 








T he strengths that diver-sity brings to an institu-tion need to be considered 
alongside its weaknesses in order 





t i o n a l i z a t i o n 
forum at Lan-
gara attempted 
to walk that 
narrow line by 
gathering feed-
back on how the 
diverse needs of 
students from all 
over the world 
can be accommodated by a learning 
institution.
Langara’s international student 
population has more than doubled 
in the past four years, to over 6,000 
individuals. This population growth 
has provoked widely reported com-
munity concerns that post-sec-
ondary institutions have become 
over-reliant on tuition fees from 
international students, who some-
times pay four times as much as 
domestic students.
Meanwhile, a recent Vancou-
ver Sun article reported that some 
professors feel international stu-
dents cannot always be expected 
to understand what’s being taught 
in class, leading to increased work-
loads for faculty members and few-
er resources for other students.
This points to a concern particu-
lar to classrooms that attempt to 
accommodate both fluent English 
speakers and those still learning 
the English language: that class 
interruptions are nearly inevitable 
when ESL students require help 
explaining course material. And, 
if frequent enough, such interrup-
tions could have an impact on other 
students’ education.
If an international student with 
limited English-language abilities 
is admitted to a program designed 
for fluent English speakers, it’s the 
post-secondary institution that 
should be held accountable for the 
potential consequences. 
One solution could be taking a 
look at whether Langara’s English 
language requirement is stringent 
enough. The better command each 
individual student has of the Eng-
lish language, the better the overall 
quality of education would be for 
the entire classroom. Fewer mis-
understandings means fewer inter-
ruptions, and fewer interruptions 
means class resources can be spent 
advancing course material faster, 
and with greater nuance.
If there are students at Lan-
gara for whom a language barrier 
is impacting learning ability, that 
would need to be a central concern 
for Langara’s internationalization 
strategy. And while every student 
deserves an equal opportunity at a 
quality education, no one is served 
by putting students into classrooms 




“97 per cent of 
Langara students 
voted to keep the 
$41 per month 
U-Pass.”
1. Male-dominated 
Chess players are heavily male-
dominated.
2. Top players are 
male 
The stereotypical chess grand-
master is undeniably a man.
3. Women exceed
Female players outperform ex-
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Erin Palm as Sabina in Studio 58's production of The Skin of Our Teeth. Palm breaks the fourth wall in the play to address the audience and elicit thought about 




Studio 58 addresses modern issues in historic WW2 play
 By DESIRÉE GARCIA
Langara’s Studio 58 is break-ing theatrical convention in its rendition of The Skin of Our Teeth to generate 
discussion about climate change, 
politics and human resilience. 
  Pulitzer prize winner Thornton 
Wilder wrote The Skin of Our 
Teeth in 1942. The story of a fam-
ily overcoming seemingly end-
less disasters (the first act involves 
the ice age, the second approach-
ing the end of the world and the 
third act deals with the aftermath 
of a seven year war) still resonates 
with audiences 76 years later. 
  Director Sarah 
Rodgers said 




son than it has 





the father and politician of the fam-
ily, and President Donald Trump.
“There is a real connection to the 
political climate that we are living 
today and this play,” said Rodgers, 
who defines the character of Antro-
bus as highly egocentric.
Erin Palm is in her second year 
with Studio 58 and plays Sabina, 
the family’s household help. Her 
character frequently breaks the 
fourth wall, meaning she refers to 
the audience directly. 
“Some people left halfway 
through the show because it just 
broke so many theatrical conven-
tions, but that’s probably my fa-
vorite part about it,” Palm said.
The play’s stage manager, 
Heather Barr, said that despite the 
play opening 76 years ago it is still 
highly relevant to modern times 
as it is about the resilience of hu-
man beings. The Antrobus family 
endure various disasters, starting 
off with the ice age which subtly 
brings about the topic on climate 
change.
 “In one of the acts, the family 
is separated, and another disaster 
happens, and they come together, 
and they make it through,” Barr 
said. “We can’t do it alone, we can 
do it together.” 
Women unify at 
lunar ceremony 
to renew inner 
power
 By AMANDA POOLE
Women gathered at a yoga studio last week to welcome a new 
moon and purge their past pains. 
  Over 50 women went to the full 
moon circle at Dharma Temple 
to explore their vulnerabilities in 
a safe setting. Attendees gather in 
a circle to acknowledge their per-
sonal afflictions. The ceremonies are 
held monthly, but the Feb. 1 event 
marked the phenomenon of a super 
moon lunar eclipse on Jan. 31, the 
first of its kind in over 150 years. 
 Sara Jade Gooding, Dharma 
Temple’s co-owner and event 
organizer, hopes the moon cer-
emony will help women connect 
with each other and with their 
inner selves to combat feelings 
of insecurity and unworthiness. 
  “You see yourself in each oth-
er, to be shared, be heard and 
be witnessed to become more 
of your true self,” Gooding said. 
  Annie Passmore said she par-
ticipates in moon ceremo-
nies to feel empowered and to 
connect with the community. 
  “People are gathering for a com-
mon purpose, built on love and 
connection,” Passmore said. 
 Langara anthropology instruc-
tor, Adam Solomonian, said that 
while the rising tides influenced 
by a full moon have been attrib-
uted to changes in the makeup of 
water in people’s bodies, the event 
holds different significance de-
pending on a person’s belief system. 
  “The real power is in those be-
liefs which shape human behaviour 
rather than the thing in the sky,” he 
said.
 By GABRIELLE PLONKA
Residents in South Vancou-ver are learning to create tinctures from dandelions, 
the superfood of the spring ac-
cording to an Indigenous herbalist. 
  At an herbal medicine work-
shop last Sunday at the Moberly 
Arts & Cultural Centre, students 
foraged and curated their own 
dandelion tinctures while learn-
ing about the medicinal prop-
erties of local flora and fauna. 
  Host Lori Snyder showed her 
class how different parts of the 
dandelion plant can be beneficial 
in different ways. The root is high 
in iron so is good for the liver, the 
leaves contain potassium which is 
good for the kidneys, the flower is 
rich in vitamin D - the sunshine vi-
tamin - and you can add the stem 
to salads for some extra crunch. 
 Snyder does warn that dan-
delion contains small amounts 
of latex so should be avoided 
by anyone with a latex allergy. 
 For SFU student Rebekah 
Stevens, attending the semi-
nar was a way to gain perspec-
tive during a tough semester. 
 “I’ve been really stressed with 
school, so I figured it would be 
good to do something like this,” 
Stevens said. “[It’s about] always 
appreciating what’s in front of us.” 
 Snyder’s connection with the 
Earth comes from her Indig-
enous heritage. She appreciates 
the plants that the Earth gives. 
 “The dandelion speaks to 
you,” Snyder said. “And dan-
delion, they’re an amazing 
plant. I’m really super grateful.” 
   Registered herbal therapist, Moi-
ra Wyrd said herbal tinctures are 
beneficial to milder stomach issues. 
 “Holistic medicine is very 
good for prevention,” she said. 
“We’re looking at things that 
even are more subtle, things 
that aren’t enough of an issue to 
even be diagnosed as an issue.” 
 For Snyder, personal nu-
trition is about interact-
ing with local food sources. 
   “When you start to find a taste 
for wild plants, our bodies will 
start to crave more,” Snyder said. 
"Know your history, keep those 








woe can provide 
variety of health 
benefits, accord-
ing to herbalist  FebruaryBlack moon. There is no full moon 
in February.
 March 1 & 31
Blue moon. There are two full 
moons in March. January also 
saw two full moons in a month, a 
rare event in a calander year.
 July 12
Super new moon. The new moon 
is closest to Earth.
 July 27
Micro full moon. The full moon 
will occur when the moon is 
farthest from the Earth.
 August 11





DIRECTOR, THE SKIN 
OF OUR TEETH 
“The dandelion 
speaks to you.”
— LORI SNYDER, INDIGENOUS HERBALIST
Lori Snyder teaches workshop students about the benefits of dandelions and 
how to make them into tinctures. GABRIELLE PLONKA PHOTO
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Wheelchair basketball players lined up during the Bridging the Gap 2.0 event 




 By NATHAN GAN
With B.C. organizations opening up about the inclusivity of wheel-
chair sports, some say that kids 
are able to overcome past basket-
ball fears with a level playing field. 
   On Jan. 2 the Vancouver Air-
port and the B.C. Wheelchair 
Basketball Society (BCWBS) 
launched their #yougame cam-
paign. They created a three-minute 
video to spread the message that 
wheelchair basketball welcomes 
able-bodied individuals who do 
not use daytime wheelchairs. 
  The campaign invites individu-
als to participate in events, such as 
Bridging the Gap 2.0, where new 
and experienced wheelchair basket-
ball players meet and play together. 
This event happens bi-weekly at 
Brittania Community Centre. 
  Nadine Barbisan, the acting man-
ager of program 








ty playing regular basketball. 
  According to Barbisan, some stu-
dents actually prefer wheelchair 
basketball because it deconstructs 
the aspects of basketball that re-
quire a lot more coordination. 
   “Even though it is a difficult sport, 
it eases [the anxiety] because every-
one’s starting from scratch,” she said. 
 
Barbisan said it is important to fa-
miliarise kids to wheelchair basket-
ball in a school environment because 
this introduces inclusivity sooner. 
 Benjamin Garrett, 18, has been a 
wheelchair basketball player for 13 
years and emphasizes on how “you 
don’t have to be disabled to play.” 
“I do demos at 
my school every 
year,” he said. 
  Garrett, who 
uses a daytime 
w h e e l c h a i r , 
said the sport 
offered him 
many great op-
portunities, and anyone who 
plays can be a part of that. 
   Jake Sobrepena, a spokesperson 
for the Vancouver airport said the 
airport’s interests include show-
ing the world what an all-around 
accessible airport looks like, while 
first opening up to the local com-
munity.
 By DESIRÉE GARCIA
The history of chess can be traced back 1,500 years. It might take another 1,500 to get 
women equally represented. 
 A low number of women are 
playing chess in comparison to 
men, according to the Cana-
dian Chess Association website. 
  Within the last year, only 13 
female players participated in 
chess tournaments in B.C., 
compared to 100 male players. 
Twelve-year-old Sherry Tian 
is one of the exceptions that 
breaks those conventions. 
  Tian has won a variety 
of chess champion-




title last month. 
Tian, whose fascina-
tion with chess began 
when she was in the second 
grade, said she doesn't under-
stand the stereotype that exists be-
tween men and women in sports. 
   "In the leaderboard, in my age 
group, in British Co-
lumbia, I'm actually 
placed top two, 
so there are way 
more boys be-
low me that 
are scared 
of me 





 According to 
the World Chess 
Federation, there is 
only one woman, Hou 
Yifan, in the Top 100 
chess players worldwide. 
  UBC sociologist, Syl-
via Fuller, said in situations 
where women find them-
selves within the minority in 
comparison to men, women 
are more likely to feel as though 
they need an higher ability to suc-
ceed and are less likely to have a 
good time. Fuller said for women, 
just knowing their performance 
is more likely to be scrutinized in 
an activity, adds an extra layer of 
stress and cognitive load on them. 
 “It's more likely to be seen as poor 
female competencies in general, 
rather than an individual failure 
if you don't perform well,” Fuller 
said.   Langara computer science 
student, Jamie 
Harper, said 
that he was 
raised to play 
chess and had 
a great deal 
of experience 





er said that ultimately, wom-
en and men should be treated 
equally in chess and in all areas. 
     "It really comes down to us, 
a society to treat it objectively 
rather than the inherent gender 





 By WILLIAM CROSBY
T he Langara Falcons men’s and women’s basketball teams have had dras-
tically different results as the 
PacWest season winds down. 
  While the men are confident, 
having already secured a playoff 
berth, the women are wondering 
whether they will even qualify at all. 
  With a 2-10 win-loss record 
for the women and 9-5 for the 
men, the Falcons are almost at 
the end of the PacWest league. 
   In the league standings, the 
men’s team are currently tied for 
second, and coach Paul Eberhardt 
said the team has a lot going for it. 
 “Our strength is our ability to 
score and to get up and down the 
floor,” said Eberhardt, who noted 
that the men are currently the 
highest-scoring team in Canada, 
averaging at 96 points per game. 
   In addition, the men’s team has two 
players in the top five players in the 
league with Ravi Basra leading the 
league in assists and Martin Boga-
jev in the third place for total points. 
 On the women’s side, Falcons 
guard Eloise Faehndrich said the 
high number of young new players 
this season affects the team’s confi-
dence. Faehndrich said she believed 
that despite the losses, the team as a 
whole was growing stronger. “We’ve 
had a lot of ups and downs but I 
do think we’re improving and we’re 
learning more and more how to 
work as a team,”  Faehndrich said. 
 Women's coach Winston 
Brown said things were hope-
fully turning around for her team. 
 “Our weakness is inexperience,” 
Brown said. “We’ve had a bit of 
a change since last weekend was 
a pretty good weekend for us.” 
Falcons high & low
Ravi Basra, who leads the PacWest league in assists, playing against VIU at 
the beginning of January 2018.  LANGARA FALCONS  PHOTO
Men's and women's 
teams face final games 
of PacWest league
“You don't have to be 
disabled to play.”




Langara vs Capilano University
Feb.9 8:00pm
Feb.10 7:00pm




Langara vs Capilano University
Feb.9 8:00pm
Feb.10 7:00pm




Sherry Tian about to start a match with John Doknjas, World Chess Federation master. NICOLE ZHAO PHOTO
Basketball challenge on
Gender checkmate
The royal game of chess shows gender disparities
